have realised that we made a number of serious errors.
PUBLISHERʼS NOTE
The Journal of Experimental Biology was made aware of an anomaly in one of the figures in this paper (Fig. 6B) , namely that the MeCP2 and β-actin bands on the western blot appeared to be identical but with different exposure times. The authors confirmed that there was indeed an error in the published Fig. 6B images and they provided a new version of the figure. They gave no indication of any other concerns about their paper.
To verify the findings of the original paper as thoroughly as possible for the scientific record, the journal appointed an independent expert to review the paper more thoroughly. In addition to the initial anomaly reported, our independent expert identified anomalies at several levels; most seriously, re-use of previously published images and re-use of bands to represent data in multiple unrelated experiments. Specifically, four bands shown for β-actin controls in Fig. 6B had been used in a previous publication (Yideng et al., 2007) to represent different samples. Our expert was of the opinion that these anomalies could not be explained by involuntary errors.
The Journal of Experimental Biology and its publisher, The Company of Biologists, take issues relating to the authenticity of data very seriously. We therefore sent a copy of the report to each of the authors and their institutes and lodged a request with each of the institutes (Ningxia Medical College and West China College of Preclinical and Forensic Medical Sciences) that they initiate a rigorous investigation. The Rector of Ningxia Medical College, the institute of six of the seven authors, confirmed that they had carried out an investigation on behalf of the institute and provided us with a copy of their report, the results of which are summarised in the retraction statement above. We have received no acknowledgement, as yet, of our letters and emails to West China College of Preclinical and Forensic Medical Sciences and are unable to confirm that they received our messages. In response to the findings of the Ningxia Medical College investigation, we have asked the authors and institutes to verify the results of all papers from this group and to alert other relevant publishers to any potential concerns so that they can carry out their own independent enquiries.
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